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Sahel nations can build more resilient institutions, report says

Los Angeles/DNA (ots) -

Nations in Africa's Sahel region can build more resilient institutions and foster long-term development by leveraging their natural
resources more effectively, a recently published report focusing on Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger and Sudan says.

The report by the Luskin School of Public Affairs at the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) argues that the four countries
should aim to transition away from relying exclusively on the extraction of natural resources. It attributes much of the challenges
facing the four countries on unsustainable economic policies which focus on the export of raw materials.

Titled "Political Instability and Economic Development in the Sahel: Governance in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and Sudan since
2000", the report argues that although some improvements have been made in terms of governance, the four countries continue
to face significant developmental challenges and still rank among the world's poorest.

According to the 2022 Berggruen Governance Index (BGI), which examines countries in terms of democratic accountability, state
capacity, and quality of life, there have been steady improvements in the Sahel countries, notably when it comes to the provision
of public goods.

However, all four states have experienced at least one coup or coup attempt since 2020. "This political upheaval is both the result
and the cause of economic difficulty", the authors write. "Scarcity breeds instability, which in turn makes development, investment,
and growth more difficult, further fuelling dysfunctional governance, and deepening dependencies."

If the states in the Sahel region prioritize domestic economic development, including a focus on the production of value-added
goods and sustainable agriculture, they can build resilience and reduce dependency on external actors, the authors conclude.
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Medieninhalte
Niger is one of the countries in the Sahel region where there has been a coup d'Ã©tat in recent
years. The picture shows a patrol of the Niger national Police which drives past the French
Embassy in the capital city Niamey on August 28, 2023. (Photo by AFP) / More information via
ots and www.presseportal.de/en/nr/174021 / The use of this image for editorial purposes is
permitted and free of charge provided that all conditions of use are complied with. Publication
must include image credits.
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