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dpa photographer Anas Alkharboutli honoured at Sony World Photography Awards
and Pictures of the Year Asia

Berlin (ots) -

dpa photographer Anas Alkharboutli has won two awards for his work in civil war-torn Syria. He won the Sports category at the
Sony World Photography Awards today with a series of pictures of children practising karate in the town of Aljiina. Another award
went to Anas Alkharboutli last Sunday at the Pictures of the Year Asia for a photo taken after an air raid on the town of Sarmin
(Award of Excellence, Spot News category).

"We are delighted about the awards for Anas Alkharboutli in two very strong competitions," says Oliver Weiken, head of dpa's
international photo service in Cairo. "With journalistic flair, photographic skill, and astuteness in the choice of subjects, we witness
through Anas often very intimate moments of the terrible suffering of the people in Syria, who have now been in civil war for over
10 years, but also their resilience and will to shape a better future especially for the next generation of young Syrians. I also see
Anas' prizes as recognition for dpa's international photo service, whose work has once again been honoured at the highest level in
two photo competitions."

The series of pictures, which won a prize at the Sony World Photography Awards, shows a group of children practising karate
with their trainer Wasim Satot. The school is located in the village of Aljiina in Aleppo province. Wasim Satot is 38 years old and a
black belt. With his project, in which he has brought together 10 able-bodied children and 10 with disabilities between the ages of
6 and 15, he wants to better integrate the children and adolescents into society through sport. The series of pictures was taken in
September 2020.

The photo that won Anas Alkharboutli the Pictures of the Year Asia award shows a grieving man bending over the body of a child
killed in an airstrike on the town of Sarmin in Idlib province. The picture was taken on February 2, 2020.

Anas Alkharboutli, born in 1992, studied engineering at the University of Damascus. In 2015, he began working as a
photojournalist and quickly made a name for himself with his sensitive image and video recordings from the Syrian civil war and
has since been awarded several international picture prizes.

In early 2020, Anas Alkharboutli was honoured with an Award of Excellence in the Daily Life category at the Pictures of the Year
International. Furthermore, in October 2020, he won the Young Reporter Trophy (Photo) at the 27th Prix Bayeux Calvados-
Normandy Award for War Correspondents, as well as an Honourable Mention at the 2020 UNICEF Photos of the Year. He also
achieved first place at the 2020 dpa Pictures of the Year in the Story category. He also received an Award of Excellence in the
Daily Life category at the Pictures of the Year International in 2021. All his award-winning pictures show life in war-torn Syria.

The Sony World Photography Awards are among the most prestigious international photography prizes and are aimed at aspiring
and established photographers alike. The prize was awarded for the 14th time. The Pictures of the Year Asia, on the other hand,
celebrated its premiere this year as a regional offshoot of the well-known Pictures of the Year international and is aimed
specifically at photographers from the Middle East and Asia.

About dpa Bildfunk:

dpa Bildfunk, dpa's picture broadcasting service, covers the daily news situation in Germany and the world. In addition to dpa
picture reporting, numerous up-to-the-minute photos from the world's best agencies are incorporated into Bildfunk every day.
Every day, dpa Bildfunk runs more than 1,000 pictures from Germany and abroad. In addition, more than 200,000 photos are
processed for the picture database every year. These regional, national and international offers are produced at the dpa-
picturedesks in Berlin, Buenos Aires, Madrid, Cairo, Sydney and in the editorial office of the subsidiary zb Fotoagentur Zentralbild.
More than 80 million pictures are made available by the dpa subsidiary picture alliance.



About dpa:

The German Press Agency (dpa) was founded in 1949 and is one of the world's leading independent news agencies. dpa supplies
media outlets, businesses and other organizations with editorial content, including text, photos, videos, graphics, audio and other
formats. As an international agency, dpa reports in seven languages. The company has around 1,000 journalists in 150 locations in
Germany and abroad. Its shareholders are 177 German media companies. Staff work according to the principles outlined in the
dpa statute: independently from ideologies, businesses and governments. The central editing desk, under the leadership of Editor-
in-Chief Sven Gösmann, is located in Berlin. The management team, headed by President & CEO Peter Kropsch, is based in
Hamburg. The Chairman of the Board is David Brandstätter (Main-Post GmbH, Würzburg).
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