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Frankfurt Airport Modernizes Ground Power Supply  
 
Fraport equipping more aircraft parking positions with ground power 

connections – Mobile Ground Power Units to be exclusively electric in future – 

German federal government backing modernization with €215,000 grant  

FRA/gk – Airport operator Fraport is pushing ahead with an overhaul of its 

ground power supply at Frankfurt Airport (FRA). As part of the Group’s 

climate protection strategy, the remaining diesel units supplying electricity to 

on-board systems for parked aircraft will disappear entirely from the FRA’s 

apron by 2040. However, the nature of the airport’s infrastructure means that 

it will not be possible to equip each one of the current 255 aircraft positions 

with a stationary 400 Hz connection. At these remaining aircraft parking 

positions, only battery-powered ground power units (GPUs) will be used.  

Fraport will be supported to implement this climate initiative by the ground 

power directive funding program operated by the German Ministry for Digital 

and Transport. The funding of €215,000 will be used to equip a building 

position in terminal section C. Due to the structural conditions at this aircraft 

position, Fraport will procure a battery-powered e-GPU that includes charging 

infrastructure. The total investment involved is €307,000.  

Christoph Schiller from Fraport AG’s asset management team for central 

infrastructure explains: “The first aim is to connect those parking positions 

that do not yet have a stationary ground power connection to the electric grid. 

But to achieve this, major excavation works are necessary. These need to 

take place during ongoing operations. We are therefore proceeding on the 

basis that we will be able to upgrade around 12 positions by 2026.” Around 

67 percent of the positions are currently connected. However, it will not be 

possible to install fixed 400 Hz ground power units at some positions, as the 

locations would require the installation of an above-ground transformer. 

“These sites include our ’roll-through’ aircraft positions, in which the aircraft, 

instead of being pushed back, uses its own power and leaves the position by 
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rolling forward. We can’t have any obstacles in the way in these cases,” 

specifies Christoph Schiller. “Going forward, we will need mobile e-GPUs at 

these positions. With every diesel unit that we remove from the apron, we can 

save up to 30,000 liters of diesel annually and significantly reduce our CO2 

emissions.” Fraport currently has eight e-GPUs and around 61 diesel-

powered units in use.  

The ground power directive 

The ground power directive is a funding initiative from the German Ministry for 

Digital and Transport to support alternative technologies for climate- and 

environmentally-friendly supply of ground power to aircraft at airports. The 

funding directive is coordinated by NOW GmbH, with applications approved 

by Germany’s Federal Agency for Administrative Services (BAV). 

Climate protection a key component of Fraport’s sustainability strategy 

Fraport will operate on a carbon-free basis by no later than 2045 at its home-

base in Frankfurt and all of its Group airports worldwide. By 2030, Fraport 

aims to reduce its emissions at FRA to 50,000 tonnes annually. These climate 

goals are part of the Group’s overall sustainability strategy. For Fraport, 

sustainability means future viability. The comprehensive overhaul of the 

ground power supply will make a major contribution to ensuring Fraport’s 

climate-friendly future. 

More information about Fraport’s climate action can be found in the climate 

press kit on Fraport AG’s newsroom portal. 

– ENDS – 

 

Print-quality photos of Fraport AG and Frankfurt Airport are available for free downloading via 

the photo library on the Fraport Web site. For TV news and information broadcasting 

purposes only, we also offer free footage material for downloading.  If you wish to meet a 

member of our Media Relations team when at Frankfurt Airport, please do not hesitate to 

contact us. Our contact details are available here. 

 

https://www.fraport.com/en/newsroom/press-kit/press-kits/-climate-protection-press-kit.html
https://www.fraport.com/en/newsroom/press-kit/press-kits/-climate-protection-press-kit.html
https://www.fraport.com/en/newsroom/photo-library.html
http://www.fraport.com/en.html
https://www.fraport.com/en/newsroom/videofootage.html
https://www.fraport.com/en/newsroom/contacts.html
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About Fraport AG and Frankfurt Airport 
 
Headquartered in Frankfurt, Germany, Fraport AG (Frankfurt Stock Exchange, MDAX) is one 

of the world leading players in the global airport business. Fraport’s portfolio of companies 

spans four continents with activities at 30 airports worldwide. In pre-pandemic 2019, the 

Group generated €3.7 billion in revenue and about €454 million in profit. More than 182 

million passengers used airports actively managed by Fraport in 2019. Recovering from the 

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, Fraport’s Group airports welcomed about 168 million 

passengers in 2023. Fraport AG generated revenue of €3.2 billion and profit of some €167 

million in fiscal year 2022 (Dec. 31).  

Fraport’s home-base Frankfurt Airport (FRA) is strategically located in the heart of Europe 

at the junction of vital intermodal road, rail and air networks. The surrounding Frankfurt 

Rhine-Main-Neckar region serves as an economic powerhouse and logistics hub for Europe 

and the world. In 2019, FRA welcomed more than 70.5 million passengers and handled about 

2.1 million metric tons of cargo. After the pandemic, traffic recovered to 59.4 million 

passengers in 2023, while cargo volumes reached 1.9 million metric tons.   

 

Click here if you no longer wish to receive Fraport’s press information. 
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