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Results of New Combined Analysis Concludes Patients at Risk for Glaucoma Will
Benefit From Risk Assessment Tool

15.11.2006 - 19:00 Uhr, Pfizer Inc.

Las Vegas, Novenber 15 (ots/PRNewswire) -

@tart.t1@@ - New data confirma five-year risk assessnment tool wll help
opht hal nol ogi sts better predict which patients have an increased risk
of devel opi ng gl aucoma

- Analysis finds that patients with el evated intraocular pressure (IOP)
- along with other predictive risk factors, such ol der age (40+) -
are at highest risk of progressing to prinmary open-angle gl aucona
(PQAG

- Investigator: 'It is critical to continue to evaluate and refine
i nnovative, predictive nodels in ophthalmic medicine in order to
provi de the best treatnent possible for patients.' @@nd@@

A conbi ned anal ysis of two | andmark clinical glaucoma trials --
the Ccul ar Hypertensi on Treatnent Study (OHTS) and the European
G auconma Prevention Study (EGPS) -- confirns the benefit of a
five-year risk assessnent nodel to hel p ophthal nol ogi sts better
predi ct which patients have an increased risk of devel opi ng gl aucona.
G aucoma is the second | eadi ng cause of blindness in the world,
affecting approximately 70 mllion people, and can |lead to blindness
if left untreated. These new data were presented this week at the
annual American Academny of Ophthal nol ogy neeting.

The anal ysis showed that patients with el evated intraocul ar
pressure (1OP) -- along with other predictive risk factors, such as
ol der age (40+) -- are at highest risk of progressing to primary
open-angl e gl aucoma (POAG . The results are sinilar to the 2005
ri sk-assessnment nodel reported by Dr. Robert N. Weinreb and Dr.

Fel i pe A. Medeiros based on findings fromthe 2002 Ccul ar

Hypertensi on Treatnent Study (OHTS), a five-year National Eye
Institute-sponsored trial that found early intervention with

| OP-1 owering medi cations could prevent glaucoma in at-risk patients

"It is critical to continue to evaluate and refine innovative,
predi ctive nodels in ophthalmc nedicine in order to provide the best
treatment possible for patients," said Dr. M chael Kass. "W hope
this tool will become as universally adapted as predictive nodels
used in other therapeutic areas, such as the Frani ngham Study, which
provi ded a basis for accurate cardiac risk assessnent.”

"For some tinme we have known that if we could identify those
patients nost likely to progress to glauconm, earlier intervention
with effective treatnments could help reduce the risk of vision
impairnment,"” said Dr. Robert N. Weinreb, director of the Hamilton
d aucoma Center and Distinguished Professor of Ophthal nol ogy at the
University of California, San Diego, USA. "This new anal ysis provides
a larger-scal e validation of breakthrough findings of the CHTS group
and reinforces to clinicians how the tool can be useful in assessing
whi ch patients are nost at risk."

The OHTS prediction nodel was tested on patients in the EGPS
pl acebo group and the two study sanples fromthe control
(non-treated) arns were pooled to increase precision and
generalizability of a five-year predictive nodel for devel opi ng POAG
The OHTS observation group contained 819 patients with a nedi an
follow up of every six nmonths for 6.6 years. The EGPS pl acebo group
cont ai ned 500 patients with a nedian follow up of every six nonths
for 4.8 years.

"We know that awareness of these predictors, particularly el evated
i ntraocul ar pressure, and central corneal thickness, is critical in
treating and potentially preventing damage to the optic nerve caused
by gl aucona progression," said Professor Stefano Mglior, director of
the Department of Ophthal nol ogy, Policlinico di Mnza, University of
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Ml an Bicocca, Italy, and Chairman of EGPS. "The | arge-scale

val i dation, which includes a European patient popul ation for the
first tinme, reinforces the consensus about the inportance of inforned
di al ogue between physicians and patients on how often eye

exam nations are needed and when it mght be appropriate to initiate
treatnment."

The research was supported by grants from Pfizer Inc, the National
Eye Institute and the National Center for Mnority Health and Health
Di sparities, National Institutes of Health, the European Conmi ssion
and Research to Prevent Blindness and Merck Research Laboratories.

Pfizer's current product |ine includes the nost prescribed
treatment to lower elevated eye pressure in patients with ocul ar
hypertension (abnorrmally high eye pressure) or open-angle gl aucona.
In collaboration with (CSI) Eyetech, the division also includes a
treatment for neovascul ar age-rel ated nacul ar degenerati on.
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