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Pfizer Inc.

Pfizer Assists World Health Organization in Search for New Treatments Against
Diseases of the Developing World

26.10.2006 - 11:03 Uhr, Pfizer Inc.

New York (ots/PRNewswire) -

- Conpany Opens its Conpound Library to Hel p Search for New
Anti-Parasitic Medicines

Pfizer announced today col |l aboration that gives access to its
library of medicinal conpounds -- the world' s largest -- and al so
brings scientists fromdevel oping countries into Pfizer's
| aboratories for training in drug discovery techniques.

The col |l aboration with The Special Programfor Research and
Training in Tropical Diseases of the WHO (WHO TDR) is part of a new
effort to link the research resources of a major pharnaceutical
conpany to a gl obal network of discovery research, and speed the
search for new drugs to conbat sone of the world' s nost deadly
parasitic diseases, including malaria, |eishmaniasis, African
trypanosom asi s, onchocerciasis, schistosoniasis and Chagas' disease.

Under the arrangenent, scientists in institutes affiliated with
t he WHO TDR- sponsor ed Conpound Eval uati on Network are testing
t housands of conpounds fromthe Pfizer library. In a process called
"screening," the researchers are seeking to identify "hits" --
conpounds that show initial activity against a range of tropical
par asi tes.

As part of the collaboration, devel oping country researchers
supported by a second WHQO TDR network -- the Medicinal Chenistry

Network -- are working with scientists at Pfizer's |aboratories in
Sandwi ch, UK, to further evaluate the "hits" and from those sel ect
"l ead" conpounds -- those with the greatest potential to be devel oped

into new nedicines for parasitic disease treatnent and prevention.
They are al so being trained by Pfizer scientists in the |latest drug
di scovery research nethods and use of state-of-the-art tools.
Following this training, they will return to their hone countries to
depl oy their new know edge and skills.

"This agreenent with Pfizer is a step forward in expandi ng
wor | dwi de capacity in tropical disease research, because it enhances
access to research tools for devel oping country researchers and
expands access to | arge nunbers of conpounds for screening to
identify new | eads," said Dr Robert Ridley, director of WHO TDR.

"This coll aboration al so supports the sharing of know edge between
devel oped and devel opi ng country scientists, necessary to build
research capacity in devel oping countries," R dley added.

Pfizer has initially provided 12,000 conpounds, many of which are
known to have activity against protozoan or helm nth parasites. As
WHO' TDR i ncreases screening capacity across its network, Pfizer wll
provi de nore conmpounds. The conpany's scientists will identify the
conpounds nost likely to address biochemi cal targets associated with
anti-parasitic activity.

"Peopl e are suffering in devel oping countries and we want to hel p
by sharing resources and boosting research agai nst tropical
di seases," said Dr. Martin Mackay, senior vice president of Research
& Technol ogy, Pfizer G obal Research & Devel opment. "This is
early-stage research, which neans that effective new treatnents are
still years downstream but it certainly inproves the chances of
i dentifying conpounds that may | ead to new drugs. W believe
public-private research collaborations are vital to tackling heath
chal l enges in devel oping countries, and we are already exploring ways
in which our collaboration with WHO TDR ni ght be expanded to further
aid in the search for drugs with the potential to treat tropical
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di seases," he added.

VWHO TDR s Conpound Eval uation and Medici nal Chem stry Networks
include institutes and | aboratories worldwi de with broad expertise in
parasitic di seases. The Pfizer collaboration, however, provides the
TDR- sponsored networks with greatly expanded access to cheni cal
conmpounds for screening and research.

Dr. Ridley hopes the new Pfizer collaboration will encourage other
conpanies to join and expand the WHO TDR Networks, and to explore
further collaborations with devel opi ng country researchers in
di scovery research. "This can be a nodel for other industry
col l aboration. It can help attract nmore conpanies to invest in
tropi cal disease drug discovery," he said.

Mal aria, alone, kills an estimated 1.2 million people a year,
mostly in Africa, according to WHO. O her tropical diseases, while
claimng a snmaller death toll, still put the health of mllions of
people in Africa, Asia and Latin Anerica at risk every year, and are
responsi bl e for an enornmous burden of illness and disability.

Pfizer is constantly seeking new nmedicines to treat the nost
serious health threats to popul ations gl obal ly, including
non- comuni cabl e di seases that have become an increasing concern in
the devel oped world, and infectious diseases such as malaria, still
very preval ent in devel opi ng countries.

VWHO' TDR i s an i ndependent gl obal program of scientific
col | aboration established in 1975 and co-sponsored by the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the United Nati ons Devel opnent
Program (UNDP), the World Bank and the WHO

Pfizer Inc: Wrking for a healthier world

Founded in 1849, Pfizer is the world's |argest research-based
phar maceuti cal conpany taking new approaches to better health. W
di scover and devel op i nnovative nedicines to treat and hel p prevent
di sease for both people and animals. Through consistent, high-quality
manuf act uring and di stribution operations, our nedicines reach
patients in 180 nations. W also partner with heal thcare providers,
governments and | ocal communities around the world to expand access
to our nedicines and to provide better quality healthcare and health
system support. At Pfizer, our colleagues work every day to help
peopl e stay happi er and healthier |longer and to reduce the hunman and
econom ¢ burden of disease worl dw de.

Notes to editors:
Gt her Pfizer initiatives:

Zit hromax/ chl oroquine clinical trial program-- Pfizer scientists
currently are developing a potential nalaria treatnent based on its
wi dely used antibiotic Zithromax. Dosed in conbination with
chl oroqui ne, Zithromax has denonstrated positive results against
malaria in a pilot study. Cinical studies are ongoing at 19 centers
in 10 countries in South America, Southeast Asia, Southwest Asia and
Africa.

Cinton obal Initiative (GCl) -- Pfizer has joined a
col | aborative effort to address gl obal health issues by comitting
US$15 million to help close critical treatment gaps in malaria in
Senegal , Gnhana and Kenya. Through the CA, Pfizer is partnering with
governments, |eading local and international organizations |ike
UNI CEF, the World Health Organi zati on and the President's Ml aria
Initiative (USAID), and non-governmental organizations (NG3s) to help
devel op and strengthen prograns for the effective treatnent and
managenent of mal ari a.

G obal Health Fellows -- The program sends Pfizer coll eagues on
assi gnments to work with non-governnmental and multi-Ilateral
organi zations addressing H V/ AIDS, tubercul osis, malaria.

@start.t1@® - Since 2003, nore than 100 Fell ows have been selected to work with 23
non- governnental organi zations in 29 countries to deliver healthcare
and health system support to those in need around the worl d. @G@&nd@@

Infectious Diseases Institute -- Pfizer partners with the Academ c
Al liance Foundati on, Mkerere University, Pangaea d obal Al DS
Foundation, the Infectious D seases Society of Anerica, and other
organi zations to support training and treatnment activities of the
Infectious Diseases Institute (ID) in Kanpala, Uganda. This regional



training and treatnent center is enpowering the | ocal healthcare
providers to care for a popul ation desperately in need of H V/ Al DS
treatment and to train others.

@otart.t20@ - Since 2004, the ID has trained nore than 1,000 heal thcare providers
from?22 African countries.
- The center has delivered care to nore than 19,000 patients so far.
- IDl is also partnering with Exxon Mbil to expand training prograns to
include the | atest advances in nalaria diagnosis, treatnment and patient

care. @@nd@@

Di flucan Partnership Program-- Diflucan(R) (fluconazole), an
antifungal that treats two fungal opportunistic infections associated
with AIDS, is provided free of charge to governnental and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons in devel opi ng countries.

@ztart.t3@® - The program has donated approximately US$375 million in nedicine to
organi zations who treat H'V positive patients with |life-threatening
fungal infections. The programis active in 47 countries hardest hit
by HI V/ Al DS.
- Since 2000, the Diflucan Partnership Program supported the training of
20, 000 health professionals in the diagnosis and treatnment of fungal
opportuni stic infections. @gnd@@

International Trachoma Initiative -- A public-private partnership
dedicated to elimnating trachoma, the world' s | eadi ng cause of
preventabl e blindness, through health worker training, patient
education and donations of the antibiotic, Zthromax(R)
(azithronycin).

@start.t4@@ - The ITI has given 37 million treatments of Zithromax(R) (azithromycin)
to trachoma patients in 12 countries as part of the WHO SAFE strat egy
that combines prevention and treatment. Since 1998 the program has
supported the training of thousands of health workers around the world
who, in turn, have conpleted nore than 220,000 surgeries to treat
advanced cases of trachona. @@nd@®@
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