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Europe's 500 - Entrepreneurs for Growth presents an innovative financing concept for
growth companies
For the first time government aid without distortion of competition possible

05.04.2004 - 10:00 Uhr, Europe's 500

Muni ch, Germany (ots) - - Martin Schoeller new President of Europe's 500 -
Entrepreneurs for Gowh (former G owt hPI us) - I nnovative concept for growth financing
- Erkki Liikanen, EU conmi ssioner for enterprise and information soci ety, wel conmed the
concept - Martin Schoeller: "This innovative financing concept enables profitable
growm h by adequate risk reward fees for governmental collateral providers w thout
distortion of conpetition" Wth the beginning of his presidency with the association

Eur ope' s 500 - Entrepreneurs for Gowh Martin Schoeller, Schoeller G oup of conpanies, is
presenting a new innovative concept for growthfinancing of small and nedi um si zed conpani es.
The point is tofinally resolve the conflict between governnment aid and distortion

of conpetition and at the same time to renove a big hurdle for growthconpani es. The concept
will be presented for the first time at theannual Handel sblatt Forumon May 5/6, 2004 in
Frankfurt. Europe's 500 - Entrepreneurs for G owth, the association for fast grow ng
conpani es in Europe, has devel oped a financing concept that cl oses the gap between bank | oan
and venture capital market as well as reduces the financial risk for growth conpanies.
Governnental or EU guarantees shall be granted to the conpani es against a yearly riskreward
fee according to their risk rating. This nmeans that the Stateeven would be able to make a
profit. "Qur innovative financingconcept enables profitable growh by adequate risk reward
fees for governnmental collateral providers without distortion of conpetition", says Martin
Schoel | er. Er kki Liikanen, EU conmi ssioner for enterprise and informationsociety, highly
appreci ated the concept on the occasion of a neetingin March in Brussels where Liikanen and
Schoel | er di scussed thelLisbon Agenda of the EU Council aimng "to beconme the nost conpetitive

and dynami ¢ know edge- based econony in the world" . They agreed that innovation financing
represents a key issue of the EUaction plan for enterprises which has al so been reaffirnmed
by the EUSpring Sunmt on March 25/26, 2004. Further to the issue innovation financing the

new President of Europe's 500 - Entrepreneurs for G owh, Martin Schoeller, intends tofocus
on 2 projects: 1. Facilitation of pan-European entrepreneurshipand growh and 2. European
entrepreneurs education in cooperationwith universities and busi ness schools. "As new

presi dent of Europe' s500 - Entrepreneurs for Gowmh nmy target is to contribute to noregrowh
by nore entrepreneurship", says Martin Schoeller. The associ ation Europe's 500 -
Entrepreneurs for G owth publishesannually the top 500 European growth conpani es based on
the Birchlndex which considers the relative and absolute growth, especially of turnover and
enpl oynment. Conpani es from 18 European countries areparticipating in this process. Since the
foundation of Europe's 500in 1997 by the EU conmmi ssion and the entrepreneur Bert
Twaal f hoven, the top 500 European growt h conpani es are yearly awarded. The annual Europe's
500 list is sponsored by 3 i, Mcrosoft, The BostonConsulting Group and Price Waterhouse
Coopers. The associ ation Europe's 500 - Entrepreneurs for Gowh (former Gowth Plus) has
been founded in 1997. Europe's 500 ranks the top 500 European growth compani es according to
their relative and absolutegrowth, especially in turnover and enpl oynent. Every year the top
500 growt h conpani es from 18 European countries are awarded. President of Europe's 500 -
Entrepreneurs for Gowh is Martin Schoel |l er, Schoel | er Group of conpanies, Minich. For
further information pleasesee ww.entrepreneursforgrowth.org. Since 1982 the Schoell er
Group of conpanies is managed andbuilt-up by Martin and Chri stoph Schoeller. The focus of
the Goupconpanies and participations is on the segments cl osed | oop packagi ng systens,

| ogi stics and technol ogy managenent. Anpong others the Goupis founding sharehol der in

Schoel | er Wavin Systens NV, |FCO Systens NV, Syntek Capital AG Schoeller Metternich
Brennecke GrbH and Barkawi & Partner GibH & Co. KG The conpani es enpl oy jointly 5000 peopl e
and generate a conbi ned turnover of approx. 800 mio. EUR For further information please see
www. schoel | erwavi nsystens.com ots Oiginal Text Service: Europe's 5001 nternet:
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