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Monheim Germany, July 28, 2010 (ots/PRNewsw re) - Fascinating studies giving new insights
into the spread of |eishmaniosis in the UK and France, the appearance of new CVBDs in
Germany, the state of heartworminfection in Korea and the neurol ogical inmpact on hunans of
|l ong-term bartonella infection from the USA are anmong the papers now avail abl e for downl oad
from http://ww.cvbd.org as the proceedi ngs of the 5th Annual Canine Vector Borne Disease
(CvBD) World Forum are made avail abl e online today.

The recent changes in travel restrictions between the UK and continental Europe coupled wth
increases in average tenperatures in the UK have potentially dramatically | owered the
barriers to new CVBDs entering the UK The risk of one of these diseases, |eishnmaniosis, has
been studied by the teamled by Dr Susan Shaw, University of Bristol, UK, who presented
their findings at the CvBD neeting in New York. Dr Shaw reported on an in-depth study of 257
dogs diagnosed in the UK with confirmed | ei shmani osi s between 2005 and 2007. However, her

| aboratory has dealt with over 900 cases since 2000 when the PETS travel schene was
initiated. This is a significant increase fromprevious studies and a nunber which they
believe to be underesti mated based on | ack of awareness of the synptomatol ogy in clinical
cases and the number of sub-clinically infected dogs entering the UK. According to Dr Shaw,
"This increased preval ence raises the very real prospect of |eishmani osis becom ng
established in the UKif the sand fly vector appears in this country. Indeed, there is a
worrying possibility that there is already transnission occurring in the UK as a nunber of
dogs in our study had no history of travel outside the UK at all." Mre information on Dr
Shaw s study can be found at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/].vetpar.2009. 03. 025

Furt her evidence of the risk posed by the novenent of dogs within Europe was presented by Dr
Torsten Naucke. Dr Naucke's study | ooked at nore than 4,500 dogs inported into Germany, and
found that nearly one in four (23.4% were infected with babesiosis, and nore than one in
ten were infected with | eishmaniosis (12.2% and ehrlichiosis (10.1% . According to Dr
Naucke, "Based on these findings the inportation of dogs fromendenic regions to Gernany, as
well as travelling with dogs to these regions carries a significant risk of acquiring an
infection. We would recomend that pet owners seek the advice of their veterinarians prior
to inporting a dog froman endenic area or travel to such areas." For nore information on Dr
Naucke's finding, visit http://ww.ncbi.nlmnih.gov/pnt/articles/PM2857866/ ?t ool =pubned

Dr Jean-Pierre Dedet shared his group's work on developing the first risk map for canine

| ei shmani osis in France. Having studied nore than 40 years of records, the group was able to
establish the major areas of endemicity in France. The | argest cluster was found in the

sout hern sl opes of the Cevennes Mountains and two regions of the Provence and Maritine Al ps;
a snall reduced cluster was found in the North West of France around Tours. Based on the
environnent in which these clusters were found, the teamled by Dr Dedet has been able, for
the first time, to develop a nodel showi ng which areas of France are nost at risk of

| ei shmani osis, allow ng veterinarians and pet owners to better understand the risks faced by
dogs, and to take appropriate preventative nmeasures. For nore information on the study and
risk map, go to http://ww. ncbi.nlmnih.gov/pnc/articles/PM2857865/ ?t ool =pubred

Away from Europe, Professor SungShi k Shin of Chonnam National University, Korea, |led a study
| ooking at the levels of CvBDs in both rural and urban dogs in Korea, an area that has been
little studied in the past. This study | ooked at hunting dogs in the countryside, and found
that nmore than two in five dogs (40.6% tested positive for a CvBD. The npbst conmmon CVBD
anong these dogs was heartworm (Dirofilaria inmtis), with a renmarkable 22.3% of working
dogs testing positive. The other three CVBDs tested for were al so notably common, with
Anapl asma phagocyt ophilum Ehrlichia canis, and Borrelia burgdorferi infection |evels of
18.8% 6.1% and 2. 2% respectively. Wen they | ooked at urban dogs, the picture was markedly
different, with only cases of heartworm bei ng found; however the |levels of heartworm were
nearly as high in this population as in the rural popul ation at around one in seven dogs
(14.69% .

Finally, Dr Edward Breitschwerdt of North Carolina State University, USA, presented a case
of bartonella infection in a father and daughter fromthe USA. This case involved a
veterinari an who devel oped a nunber of chronic synptons over a period of years, including
arthral gia, progressive weight |oss, nuscle weakness and | ack of coordination. H's daughter
had recently al so devel oped headaches, nuscle pain and i nsommia. On investigation, the
father and daughter were found to be infected with one species and one sub-species of
bartonel l a which, after extended treatnent were eventually eliminated, |eading to conplete
rem ssion of synptons. "These two cases denpnstrate the very real threat posed to humans by
CvBDs. It's all too easy to forget that there are many of these diseases that, while not
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conmon in humans, can cause significant suffering and even death. It's in part because of
this risk to humans that | would encourage all veterinarians to ensure they are educated on
the synptonms of CVBDs in dogs, as it is only by protecting dogs that we can protect
ourselves," said Dr Breitschwerdt.

The proceedings include all the presentations given at the 5th CvBD Wrld Forumin New York,
sponsored Bayer Aninmal Health, where | eading experts in CVBDs fromaround the world net to
share the | atest research on these inportant di seases. Sarah Wston of Bayer Animal Health
spoke of the CvBD Wirld Forum "The CVBD Wrld Forumis another exanple of Bayer Aninal

Heal th delivering on our commitment to inproving the understanding and treatnment of CVBDs.
As we have seen at this neeting, this is an area where know edge is still rapidly expanding,
and we are proud to play our part in helping to bring people together to share infornmation
and devel op new approaches to the study and preventi on of CvBDs".

About CVBDs

For nore information about CvBDs, visit http://ww. CVBD. org

About Bayer Heal thCare

Bayer HealthCare, a subsidiary of Bayer AG is one of the world' s |eading, innovative
conpanies in the healthcare and nedi cal products industry and is based in Leverkusen,
Germany. The conpany conbi nes the global activities of the Animal Heal th, Bayer Schering
Phar ma, Consumer Care and Medical Care divisions. Bayer HealthCare's aimis to discover and
manuf acture products that will inprove human and ani mal health worl dwi de. Find nore
information at http://ww. bayerheal thcare.com

Wth a turnover of EURSO77 nmillion (2009) Bayer HealthCare's Aninmal Health Division is one of
the world's | eading manufacturers of veterinary drugs. The division manufactures and markets
nmore than 100 different veterinary drugs and care products for |ivestock and conpani on

ani mal s.

Forwar d- Looki ng Statenents

This news rel ease contains forward-|ooking statenents based on current assunptions and
forecasts made by Bayer G oup managenent. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and
other factors could lead to material differences between the actual future results,
financial situation, devel opment or performance of the conpany and the estimates given here.
These factors include those discussed in our annual and interimreports to the Frankfurt
Stock Exchange and in our reports filed with the U S. Securities and Exchange Commi ssi on

(i ncludi ng our Form 20-F). The conpany assumes no liability whatsoever to update these
forward-| ooking statements or to confirmthemto future events or devel oprments.

Contact: Kathrin Stat +49(0)2173-38-4019 kathrin. statz@ayerheal thcare.com
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