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Twenty-Five Years of HIV Blood Testing Helped to Positively Transform Global Health

Crisis

02.03.2010 - 13:32 Uhr, Abbott Laboratories

Abbott Park, Illinois, March 2, 2010 (ots/PRNewswire) - |l magine delaying a |life-saving
surgery or being afraid to receive or donate blood for fear of contracting HV (

http://ww. who.int/hiv/ien/). It seens unbelievable today, but twenty-five years ago, this
was the reality as the world struggled to keep the deadly virus out of the blood supply.
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In 1985, an estinmated one in 100 bl ood transfusions ( http://ww w
ho.int/features/factfiles/blood_transfusion/en/index.htm) was infected with the HV virus
in some United States cities. Twenty-five years later - thanks to the innovative devel opnent
of critical diagnostic tests that can identify HV in the blood - this risk is now m ninal
and millions of patients are safely given bl ood transfusions each year.

Facts - Screening Blood for HV

- On March 2, 1985, the U S. Food and Drug Adninistration (FDA) approved
the first-ever diagnostic test to screen bl ood donors for antibodies to
H V. This first test was devel oped by Abbott.

- The first test to screen donors for exposure to the virus took nine
nmont hs of around-the-clock work by dozens of Abbott scientists to
devel op.

- U S Health and Hunman Services (HHS) Secretary Margaret Heckl er
announced FDA approval
( http://ww. fda. gov/ For Consuner s/ ByAudi ence/ For Pat i ent Advocat es/ Hl Vand
Al DSActi vities/ucml51074. htm) of the first test at a news conference
in Washi ngton, D.C. The screening test was i mmedi ately adopted by the.
Anerican Red Cross ( http://ww.redcross.org/ and other bl ood
organi zations. Facts - HV

- In 1985, the virus was widely called HTLV-I111
( http://ww. t hebody. com Foruns/ Al DS/ Saf eSex/ Ar chi ve/ ori gi ns/ @B777.html ).
The International Committee on Taxonony of Viruses
( http://wwictvonline.org/index.asp?bhcp=1 changed the name to Hunan
I mmunodeficiency Virus (HV) in May of 1986.

- The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
( http://ww. cdc. gov/ hiv/topics/surveillance/index. htmestimtes that
there are 56,000 new cases of HHV in the United States annually, down
froman estimted peak of 130,000 new cases in the nid-1980s.

- I'n 2008, UNAIDS ( http://ww. unaids.org/en/default.asp estimated
that 2.7 million people throughout the world are newy infected with
H V each year, primarily in Sub-Saharan Africa.

- Wrren account for 50 percent of adults living with H'V globally. Facts - Abbott and

- Since 1985, Abbott has |aunched nore than 20 H V assays on six testing
platfornms to neet the unique patient needs worl dw de.

- More than two billion blood donations and individual patients
have been screened using Abbott assays since 1985.
- Abbott has donated nore than 100 million rapid HV tests free of charge

( http://ww. abbott.conigl obal/url/content/en_US/ 40. 45: 45/ general _cont en
t/ General _Cont ent _00326. ht m)

to qualifying prograns in 69 countries.

- The Abbott Preventing Mdther-to-Child Transni ssion (PMICT) Donation
( http://abbottgl obal care.org/sections/Preventing/default.htm is
designed to provide Determine(R) HV 1/2 tests free of charge to sound,
sustai nabl e prograns ainmed at preventing nother-to-child transmi ssion
(MICT) in eligible countries.

- Abbott recently submitted the ARCH TECT Ag/ Ab H V Conmbo Assay to
the FDA for expedited review. The ARCH TECT Ag/ Ab H V Conbo Assay is
not intended for use in screening blood, plasma or tissue donors. This
assay is currently an investigational device in the United States, and
a simlar conbination assay is available internationally.

- Abbott scientists have devel oped two | eading drug therapies, called
protease inhibitors, for the treatment of H V. Commentary on the 25th Anniversary of
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the First HV Test

From Janes Curran ( http://ww. sph. enory. edu/ cns/ about/adm nistra
tive_units/adm nistrative_dean.htm), MD., MPH, dean and professor of epideniology of the

Rol I i ns School of Public Health, Enory University: "Abbott's H 'V antibody test was a pivotal
public health nmilestone that ushered an era of scientific progress against AIDS, in which
untold mllions of lives were saved through enhanced detection of the virus and prevention
of its transmission. In my opinion, this breakthrough was a | andmark nedi cal nilestone for
protecting public health. Blood wasn't safe until the HV antibody test arrived at our

| abs."

FromVal Bias ( http://ww. henophilia.org/ NHFWeb/ Mai nPgs/ Mai nNHFE
aspx?nenui d=48&cont enti d=30), CEO, National Herophilia Foundation (h ttp://

www. henophi | i a. or g/ NHFWeb/ Mai nPgs/ Mai nNHF. aspx?nenui d=0&cont ent i d=1): "Wen people with
herophilia started dying in the '80s, it forced a cruel decision to either stop taking the
mracle bl ood products that allowed us to lead full lives or risk infecting ourselves and
our famlies with a deadly virus. When the H V test becanme available, it enabled people with
bl eedi ng disorders to know if they were infected and to take precautions to protect their
spouses and children."

From M chael Warnuth ( http://ww. abbott.coniglobal/url/content/e
n_US/ 70. 45: 45/ gener al _cont ent/ Gener al _Cont ent _00464. htm), senior vice president, Abbott

Di agnostics ( http://ww.abbottdi agnostics.conlhone.cfnm "Since the launch of our first

di agnostic test in 1985, Abbott has enhanced its strong legacy in HV diagnostics with the
devel opnent of six additional tests for blood banks. The 25th anniversary of the first HV
anti body test offers the opportunity to pay tribute to the scientists around the world,

i ncl udi ng our own, who have contributed to better understanding of H V. Diagnostic
technology is a critical weapon for enhanced prevention and treatnent as the fight against
Al DS continues. "

Vi deo Sound dips

- Cerry Schochetman, Ph.D., senior director, infectious disease research
and devel oprment, Abbott (dick to view video:
http://ww. abbottdi agnostics. coml About Us/vi deo/ Schochet man_02. wnv
Total tinme :51)
- John Hackett, Ph.D., energi ng pathogens and virus discovery,
Abbott (Cick to view video:
http://ww. abbottdi agnostics. comd About Us/vi deo/ Hackett 02.wnv ; Tot al
tinme :28)
- Harold Kessler, MD., Rush University Medical Center (Cick to view

video: http://ww. abbottdi agnostics.com About Us/vi deo/ Kessl er _02. wnv
Total tine :43) About Abbott's Diagnostics Businesses

Abbott is a global leader in in vitro diagnostics and offers a broad range of innovative
instrunent systenms and tests for hospitals, reference | abs, nolecular |abs, blood banks,
physician offices and clinics. Wth nore than 69,000 custoners in nmore than 100 countri es,
Abbott's diagnostic products offer custoners automation, conveni ence, bedside testing, cost
ef fectiveness and flexibility. Abbott has hel ped transformthe practice of nedical diagnosis
froman art to a science through the conpany's commitment to inproving patient care and

| owering costs.

About Abbott

Abbott is a global, broad-based health care conpany devoted to the discovery, devel opnent,
manuf acture and marketing of pharnmaceuticals and nedi cal products, including nutritionals,
devi ces and di agnostics. The conpany enpl oys approxi mately 83, 000 people and markets its
products in nmore than 130 countri es.

Abbott's news rel eases and other information are avail able on the conpany's Wb site at
http://ww. abbott.com

Cont act :

CONTACT: Media, Darcy Ross, +1-847-937-3655, or Financial, Tina
Vent ur a, +1- 847- 935- 9390, both of Abbott

Originaltext: Abbott Laboratories
Pressemappe: http://www.presseportal.de/pm/21683/abbott-laboratories

Pressemappe als RSS: http://presseportal.de/rss/pm_21683.rss2


http://www.sph.emory.edu/cms/about/administra
http://www.hemophilia.org/NHFWeb/MainPgs/MainNHF
http://www.hemophilia.org/NHFWeb/MainPgs/MainNHF.aspx?menuid=0&content
http://www.abbott.com/global/url/content/e
http://www.abbottdiagnostics.com/home.cfm)
http://www.abbottdiagnostics.com/About_Us/video/Schochetman_02.wmv
http://www.abbottdiagnostics.com/About_Us/video/Hackett_02.wmv
http://www.abbottdiagnostics.com/About_Us/video/Kessler_02.wmv
http://www.abbott.com
http://www.presseportal.de/pm/21683/abbott-laboratories
http://presseportal.de/rss/pm_21683.rss2

