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Abbott Completes Acquisition of Solvay Pharmaceuticals

16.02.2010 - 07:31 Uhr, Abbott Laboratories

Abbott Park, Illinois, February 16, 2010 (ots/PRNewswi re) - Abbott today announced that it
has conpleted its EUR 4.5 billion (US$6.2 billion) acquisition of Belgiumbased Sol vay

Phar maceuticals, providing Abbott with a large and conpl enentary portfolio of pharnmaceutical
products and expandi ng Abbott's presence in key gl obal energing narkets.

Based on the timng of the close, Abbott expects the acquisition to add approxi mately US$2.9
billion to Abbott's 2010 total reported sales, the mgjority outside the U S., and add
approxi mately US$500 million to Abbott's annual pharnaceutical R&D investnent.

"The acquisition of Solvay Pharmaceuticals is a key part of Abbott's strategy to bol ster our
presence in key markets and deliver sustainable, industry-leading growmh," said Mles D.

Wi te, chairman and chief executive officer, Abbott. "In addition to taking both Abbott and
Sol vay products into new and expandi ng nmarkets, the acquisition enhances our R&D investnent,
provi ding Abbott with the opportunity to drive future pharnmaceutical growh."

Abbott has a strong portfolio of specialty pharnaceuticals and Sol vay brings successful,
consi stently perform ng products - including branded generics - that will further diversify
Abbott's pharmaceutical business and provide significant growh opportunities. These
products conpl enent Abbott's presence and expertise in specialty nmarkets such as

cardi ovascul ar di sease, neuroscience and gastroenterol ogy, and include treatnments for nmen's
and wonmen's hornonal heal th, and exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (inability to properly
di gest food), which is associated with several underlying conditions including cystic
fibrosis and chronic pancreatitis.

"The conbi nati on of Sol vay and Abbott's pharnmaceutical businesses will enable Abbott to
attain | eadership in key energing narkets, where there is significant opportunity for
branded generics," said Aivier Bohuon, executive vice president, Pharmaceutical Products
Group, Abbott. "The addition of Solvay Pharmaceuticals is the catal yst for Abbott's growth
and | eadership in this area, and will ensure Abbott has the infrastructure, reach and
product offerings to continue neeting the needs of patients around the world."

Sol vay Pharmaceuticals is now part of Abbott's global Pharmaceutical Products G oup. \Werner
Cautreel s, chief executive officer of Solvay Pharnmaceuticals, will serve in a transitional
role and will then | eave the conpany.

The inmpact of the Solvay Pharmaceuticals acquisition has been reflected in Abbott's
previ ously issued earnings-per-share guidance for the first-quarter and full-year 2010.

As previously disclosed, the transaction also includes paynents of up to EUR 300 million if
certain sales mlestones are net between 2011 and 2013.

About Abbott

Abbott is a global, broad-based health care conpany devoted to the discovery, devel opnent,
manuf acture and marketing of pharnmaceuticals and nedical products, including nutritionals,
devi ces and di agnostics. The conpany enpl oys approxi mately 83, 000 people and narkets its
products in nmore than 130 countri es.

Abbott's news rel eases and other information are avail able on the conpany's Wb site at
http://ww. abbott.com

Abbott Forward Looki ng Statenent

Some statenents in this news rel ease may be forward-1ooking statements for purposes of the
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Abbott cautions that these forward-| ooking
statenents are subject to risks and uncertainties that nay cause actual results to differ
materially fromthose indicated in the forward-|ooking statenents. Economnic, conpetitive,
governnental, technol ogical and other factors that may affect Abbott's operations are

di scussed in Item 1A, "Ri sk Factors,"” to our Annual Report on Securities and Exchange

Commi ssi on Form 10-K for the year ended Dec. 31, 2008, and are incorporated by reference.
Abbott undertakes no obligation to release publicly any revisions to forward-I| ooking
statenents as a result of subsequent events or devel oprments.
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