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Safe, comfortable, efficient - The new Mercedes-Benz E-Class sends a positive signal
in Detroit for the 2009 automotive year

11.01.2009 - 02:30 Uhr, Daimler AG

Detroit (ots) - The new star in the luxury segnent nade its first appearance on the eve of
the 2009 NAIAS - as part of the Mercedes-Benz New Year's Reception in Detroit, Daimer CEO
Dr. Dieter Zetsche presented the |atest version of the successful |uxury sedan in front of
over 650 trade journalists fromaround the world. Wth the new E-C ass, Mercedes-Benz is
setting the new benchmark, particularly in terns of safety and confort, as well as
environmental sustainability and econony. Under the heading "fascination and

responsi bility", the Stuttgart autonpbile manufacturer presented a further two new nodels -
the SLR Stirling Mdss crowns the successful SLR super sports car range with an

unconpromni si ng hi gh performance nodel. And with the Bl ueZERO concept, Mercedes-Benz is

|l eading the way in environnmentally sustainable electric nobility. The intelligent, nodular
concept facilitates no less than three nodels with different powertrain configurations on
the basis of one single vehicle architecture.

"The new E-Cl ass is the safest, npbst confortable and cleanest E- Class ever. It is yet
further evidence that fascination and responsibility go hand-in-hand at Mercedes", conmented
Dr. Dieter Zetsche, Chairman of the Board of Managenent of Dainmer AG and Head of Mercedes-
Benz Cars at the exclusive preview presentation. "W are certain that the new E-Cl ass will
send a positive signal for the 2009 autonotive year, and will be anobng the winners in the

gl obal rmarket."

The new E-C ass - conprehensive safety, exceptional confort and up to 23 percent |ower fuel
consunpti on

The new E-C ass extends even further Mercedes-Benz's |eading position in the luxury class
with a uni que combination of driver assistance systems. These include ATTENTI ON ASSI ST,
Adaptive Main Beam Assi st (Adaptive Hi gh Beam Assist in the U.S.) and autonmatic emergency
braki ng, which is activated under inmediate threat of a collision. Mercedes-Benz has

i nproved the al ready exenplary |ong-di stance confort of the E-C ass even further in the new
sedan. Advances include intelligent bodyshell technology with up to 30 percent greater
stiffness, further inproved seats and a newy devel oped suspension systemw th shock
absorbers that automatically adjust to the driving situation. The avail abl e Al RVATI C
suspensi on now works together with a continuously variable el ectronic danpi ng system

The outstandi ng safety and confort of the E-Class are matched by its environnental
conpatibility and econony. The E-Class cones to the U S. nmarket with V6 and V8 gasoline
engi nes, as well as the groundbreaking 50-state 3.0 liter BlueTEC di esel (launching in CY
2010) - the world's cleanest diesel engine, conpliant with ULEV and Bin 5 standards. The
four- and six-cylinder gasoline engines are direct-injection units, and consune up to 23
percent |ess fuel than before. The conmbi ned NEDC consunption of the new four-cylinder diesel
engines is just 5.3 liters per 100 kil onmeters, which corresponds to 139 grans of CO2 per

kil ometer. Al the engines for the new E-Cass neet the EU5 em ssion standard, and in the
case of the E350 Bl ueTEC the enissions are already below the EU6 |inits planned for 2014.

Concept Bl ueZERO - triple proof of the everyday usability of zero-em ssions vehicles

Wth the production-ready Bl ueZERO concept, Mercedes-Benz is |leading the way in Detroit in
the field of environmentally sustainable electric mobility, w thout sacrificing interior and
| uggage space. The intelligent, nodular concept facilitates three nbodels with distinct
powertrain configurations on the basis of only one single vehicle architecture - all of them
able to fulfill customer requirenments for sustainable mobility:

- the BlueZERO E-CELL with a battery electric drive and battery-powered range of up to 200
kilonmeters (125 mles),
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- the Blue-ZERO F-CELL with fuel cell drive and an electric range of well over 400
kilometers (250 mles),

- the BlueZERO E-CELL PLUS with electric drive and an additional internal conbustion engine
as a range extender. This version has an overall range of up to 600 kil oneters (375
mles) and an el ectric-only range of up to 100 kiloneters (62 niles).

The three Bl ueZERO variants were realized on the basis of the unique sandw ch fl oor
architecture, which Mercedes-Benz introduced ten years ago for the A-Class and later also
the B-Class, also with a viewto the integration of alternative drivelines. The benefit of
the redevel oped construction is that the major drive conponents are built into the vehicle
floor, which is lowers the center of gravity, saves space and provides themw th the best
possi bl e protection. The five-seat Bl ueZERO concept vehicles also set the benchmark in terns
of |ightweight construction, interior design and exterior styling.

"The fl exible Bl ueZERO concept facilitates electric nobility to suit every requirenent and
denonstrates that Mercedes-Benz is already in possession of all the key technol ogies for

el ectric vehicles suitable for everyday use", coments Dr. Thonas Wber, Menber of the Board
of Managenent of Daimer AG responsible for G oup Research and Devel opment for Mercedes-
Benz Cars.

Al'l three Bl ueZERO vari ants share maj or technical conponents; design and vehicle dinensions
are identical. At only 4.22 meters (1,072 inches) long, the they conbine conpact exterior
di mensi ons with generously proportioned and variable interior and | uggage space. Five full
seats, around 450 kg (990 | bs) | oad capacity and over 500 liters (17.7 cu. ft.) of |uggage
space make it a vehicle with unrestricted everyday usability. Thanks to the sandwi ch-fl oor
construction and higher seating position, they also offer excellent crash safety for
passengers and technol ogy, as well as outstanding all-around visibility.

Conmpared with el ectric vehicles based on conventional vehicle platforms and originally
conceived only for internal conbustion engines, the Bl ueZERO concept offers convincing
benefits:

- Thanks to the integration of the energy storage device and/or energy generator within the
spaci ous sandwi ch floor, the room available within the vehicle remains fully intact.

- The drive technology built into the sandwi ch floor ensures a |ow center of gravity, as
wel |l as safe and agile handling characteristics.

- The sandwi ch concept and the packagi ng of major drive conmponents between the axles nake
for the highest crash safety |evels.

SLR Stirling Miss - fascination and driving pleasure in its purest form

Nei t her roof nor windshield separate the driver and passenger of the SLR Stirling Myss from
the elements - they enjoy pure high-speed fascination with all the attributes of a
speedster. Furthernore, the new SLR Stirling Mss distinguishes itself with the very |atest
technol ogy and breat htaking design that reinterprets the nyth of the | egendary 300 SLR Its
V8 supercharged engine with 478 kW 650 hp catapults the SLR Stirling Moss in less than 3.5
seconds froma standstill to 100 knmih (62 nmph), reaching a top speed of 350 knih (220 nph).

"No other car is this open and this fast at the sane tine," says Dr. Klaus Mier,

responsi ble for Sales and Marketing at Mercedes-Benz Cars. This extreme concept makes it the
| egi ti mate nanesake for the legendary British racing driver and MIle Mglia record hol der
Stirling Mbss, who drove Mercedes-Benz SLR race cars fromvictory to victory in 1955. The
exclusive SLR Stirling Mdss represents the conclusion of the current SLR range and is
limted to 75 units. It is priced at 750,000 Euro. Production of the SLR Stirling Mss

begi ns June 2009, to coincide with the schedul ed wi nd-down of the SLR Roadster.
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