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Alzheimer's Disease International

Alzheimer's Disease International (ADI)(1) Launches Worldwide Campaign to Address
Growing Public Health and Social Care Emergency

22.09.2008 - 08:06 Uhr, Alzheimer's Disease International

London (ots/PRNewswire) - - Inmediate Action Needed to Prepare for 100 MIlion Cases of
Devastating Brain D sease Worl dwi de Expected by 2050( 2)

A gl obal call for action to address the growi ng public health and social care energency
posed by Al zhei mer's disease and related denentias to current and future generations has
been | aunched today (World Al zheiner's Day) by Al zheiner's Disease International (AD). (1)
The worl dwi de effort focuses on a new G obal Al zheiner's Disease Charter urgently calling
upon all governnents and stakehol ders to act now to nake Al zheiner's di sease and ot her
denentias a priority. The Charter will be rel eased al ongside an online petition(2) along
with a conpelling short filmdistributed via an enmil canpai gn The d obal Al zheiner's

Di sease Charter, short filmand online petition can be viewed at

http://wwv. gl obal charter.org. (2

To view the Multinmedia News Rel ease, please click: http://ww.prnewswi re.conmmr/al z/ 35047/

"Wth 4.6 mllion new cases of denentia being reported each year, the potential inpact on
current and future generations is overwhelmng. There are currently 30 million people with
denentia worl dwi de; by 2050 it is projected that the figure will be 100 million. W are
facing a public health and social care energency, which requires imediate attention from
governments and heal thcare policy nakers. No country is currently prepared to deal with a
crisis of this magnitude," said Daisy Acosta, Chairman of ADI.

Pronotion of the Charter ains to increase respect for people with denentia as nenbers of the
conmuni ty and argues for appropriate access to health and social care. The plan recogni ses
that the role of fanmily carers is key and that fanmilies nmust be supported.

6 Principles for change(2)

The menbers of Al zheimer's Disease International (AD) representing 77 A zhei mer and
denentia associ ati ons around the world urgently call for the followi ng six principles to be
adopted to make this devastating disease a global priority:

Pronot e awar eness and under st andi ng of the di sease

Respect the human rights of people with the disease

Recogni ze the key role of fam lies and carers

Provi de access to health and social care

Stress the inportance of optimal treatnment after diagnosis

Take action to prevent the disease, through inprovements in public

health Al zheimer's Disease International ains to collect 10,000 signatures of support
by March 2009 and is encouragi ng people fromall over the world to visit

http://wwv gl obal charter.org sign the petition to show their support for the Charter. In
addi tion, viewing the specially devel oped 35nm short filmis highly recormended for its
beauti ful and compelling story.
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"We are urging everyone to take a nonment to participate in this canpaign as Al zheiner's

di sease and ot her denentias can affect people of all backgrounds, classes and cultures nore
and nmore of us will see our famlies and friends affected. W need our governnents to sit up
and take notice! Although age related denmentia is not a natural part of aging, which is one
of the conmon misconceptions, it is a disease and a devastating one that affects the whole
famly," said Marc Wortmann, Executive Director of ADI. "ADl is comritted to gaining support
for the Charter and using it to | obby governnents and NGOs to give people with Al zheiner's
di sease and dementia the attention and care that they deserve."

Denentia is a degenerative and terninal disease of the brain, which is characterised by
gradual onset and progressive inpairment of nenory and other cognitive functions Al zheiner's
di sease is the nost conmmon form of denentia. (1)

ADI is the international federation of 77 Al zhei ner associations around the world in
official relations with the Wrld Health Organization. (1)

The d obal Al zheiner's Disease Charter has been devel oped by AD and the viral canpaign was
supported by Novartis.
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For further infornmation on the d obal Al zheiner's D sease Charter,
petition and film canpai gn, please contact: Marc Wortnmann, Executive
Director, Alzheiner's Disease International, 64 Geat Suffolk Street,
London, SE1 OBL, Tel: +44-20-7981-0880, Fax: +44-20-7928-2357, Emil:
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