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German Forest Owaners Association (AGW drives sustainable forest
managenent / Protection of species and habitat to maintain
bi odi versity has been integrated in German forestry nmaki ng German
wood an environnent-friendly resource

"Use it or lose it" - that's the credo of Rolling Stones
keyboardi st and forest owner Chuck Leavell, who has been pronoting
sust ai nabl e forest nanagenent around the gl obe for years. The
musi cian will convey his belief that only sustainably nmanaged forests
mai nt ai n biodiversity to the del egates of the UN Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity at a concert on 18 May 2008 in Bonn, Gernany. He
supports the Gernman Forest Omners Association (AGDW. This
organi sation has been driving the integration of the protection of
speci es and habitats in sustainable forest managenent for years. By
now, there is no forest in Germany that is not nmanaged according to
the principles of sustainability which nakes wood from Gernmany an
environment-friendly resource

The objective of Chuck Leavell's global commitment is to reconcile
environmental i sts and forest owners. He is convinced that both
parties are actually trying to achieve the same aim to maintain and
protect the natural diversity of species and ecosystens. Chuck
Leavel | explains the forest owner's point of view "I think it is
inmportant for all of us to realize the true diversity we have in our
different forest systenms, whether it is in Gernany or in America or
in Canada. If we begin to | oose just one or sone of the nmany
different insect species, animal species and plant species then we're
taking things out of balance and | think we're in danger |oosing the
systemitself. So it is inportant to do all we can to namintain this
wonder ful diversity in our forests."

And that is why environnmentalists and forest owners shoul d focus
their energies and pool their resources rather than fight about how
to reach the conmmon objective. Especially since surveys confirmthat
sust ai nabl y managed deci duous and m xed forests are the habitat for a
sim |l ar nunber of species as forest that are strictly protected.
Furthernore, responsibly managed forests have the distinct advantage
that they are significantly nore robust and healthy.

"I think it is inportant to watch natural processes in the forests
and try to integrate as nmuch as possible into an ecol ogical forest
managenent plan," says Chuck Leavell. "Econony and ecol ogy are two
sides of the sane coin. And they go hand in hand together. | think we
need to give our forest |andowners the tools that they need to
mai ntain this wonderful biodiversity within our forest systens.”

In Germany, environmental protection has successfully been
integrated in forest nanagenent for years as the owners al so have a
conmercial interest in healthy forests. Wthout exception, al
forests are nmanaged according to the principles of sustainable
devel oprment whi ch were defined 200 years ago by a German forester.
This means diverse, stable mxed forests with tree species native to
the region are grown and that only the anpbunt of wood which can grow
back again under the regional clinmate and soil conditions is
harvested. Environnmental protection principles and state-of-the art
technol ogy are al so enpl oyed when it comes to harvesting - the
responsi bl e and cautious treatment of the ecosystemhas top priority.
Wyod produced in Germany is therefore always environment-friendy and
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